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Jan. 13, 1995
NOTED SCHOLAR AND CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST 
SPEAKS AT UM DURING KING HOLIDAY OBSERVANCE
MISSOULA ~
Samuel DuBois Cook, a political scientist, scholar, educator and civil rights activist, will 
speak Wednesday. Jan. 18, as part of The University of Montana - Missoula's President’s Lecture
Series.
His speech, '‘America's Continuing Racial Dilemma: Hope and Despair." begins at 8 p.m. in 
Urey Lecture Hall. Cook’s lecture is presented in conjunction with the UM Martin Luther King 
Day Committee’s weeklong celebration of the life and legacy ot the slain civil rights leader.
Cook, a trustee of the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, has been 
president of Dillard University in New Orleans, La., since 1975. He was the first black professor at 
Duke University, where he taught political science from 1966 to 1974 and became the first black to 
hold a regular faculty appointment at any predominantly white college or university in the South.
Michael Mayer, UM associate history professor and a former student of Cook’s at Duke, 
remembers him as a dynamic man who embodies many ol King s qualities.
"He’s a magnetic and spell-binding speaker, a very charismatic individual," Mayer said.
"He’s still pleading for unity and openness to other people, very much in the tradition of King."
Under Cook’s leadership, Dillard University established the National Center for Black- 
Jewish Relations, the only one of its kind in the world. He is a leader in bridging the gap that has
-more-
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opened between the Jewish and Black communities," Mayer said.
Cook has taught at Southern University, Atlanta University, the University of Illinois and 
UCLA. The American Council on Education and the National Association for Independent 
Colleges and Universities are among the many boards of which he is a member. Cook also serves 
as a trustee of Duke University.
He served on the National Council on the Humanities as an appointee of President Jimmy 
Carter. Cook is immediate past chair of the United Negro College Fund’s executive committee of 
member institutions.
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Contact: Michael Mayer, (406) 243-2088. Cook arrives in Missoula Jan. 17 and leaves Jan. 19. 
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